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Inquire, Process, Evaluate, Analyse, Communicate, Perceptive Judgements
Knowledge, Understanding, Critical thinking
Imagination, Flair, Empathy, Quality

Welcome to Year 13 History
Your greatest advantage is your ability to learn
History offers an understanding of human activities in the past in the context
of change through time. It enables you to better understand your heritage by
encouraging you to enter into other times and places to see how the past
appeared to the people living then. It challenges you to think about continuity
and changes, similarities and differences, cause and effect. In the process,
you will learn that events require explanations, that change is complex, that
truth is often difficult to establish and that personal judgements and opinions
should be supported by firm evidence and coherent argument.
The Year 13 History course requires you to explore issues and decisions at
greater depth and with more historical insight than was required in Year 11
and 12. You will deal with more demanding historical problems and issues
and be expected to develop more informed and convincing arguments. You
will be given opportunities to work with source materials and to acquire an
understanding of the historian’s craft.
The course aims to:
•
•
•

Develop your understanding of change over an extended time period
Develop a critical approach to historical sources by exposing you to
varying interpretations and debates that result from historical study
Build on the skills of independent research and inquiry developed in
Year 11 and 12. (These courses are desirable forerunners to the Year
13 course but if you have not taken History before you will still be able
to achieve success in this subject. Please see your teacher, or the
Head of History: Ms Secker, if further assistance is required in any
way.

“We need History, not to tell us what happened or to explain the past, but to
make the past alive so that it can explain us and make a future possible.”
Allan Bloom

By the end of Level 8, Year 13 History students using a range of
historical evidence and methodologies should:
1. Understand that the causes, consequences, and explanations of
historical events that are of significance to New Zealanders are complex
and how and why they are contested
2. Understand how trends over time reflect social, economic, and political
forces.

Course outline
Students will develop an understanding of the causes, consequences, and
explanations of historical events that are of significance to New Zealanders,
and how these are complex and how and why they are contested, by studying
the following:
The course consists of a survey of British Imperialism and colonialism and
how expansion, and the forced introduction of imperialistic ideals affected
different contexts. Some of the contexts studied may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Zealand in the 19th Century, especially in regards to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi / The Treaty of Waitangi, and its impact, including the competing
Maori and Pakeha perspectives of the Treaty.
Women’s Suffrage: How did this movement develop both internationally
and in New Zealand? What were the consequences of this for women and
society in general? Britain and Ireland.
The Eugenics movement within New Zealand
Why did the British extend into Northern Ireland and why did this result in
protest? Why did the British refuse to leave? What were the impacts and
consequences of British expansion into Ireland?
The American Revolution: Why did the British expand into North America?
What were the impacts and consequences of this British expansion,
especially on the indigenous peoples?
Student driven choice of topic

Key Concepts:








Colonialism
Imperialism
Law and Order
Monarchy
Capitalism
Unionism
Liberty








Regicide
Revolution
Eurocentrism
Diplomacy
Communism
Culture

Student driven research opportunities
In Term Three you may have the opportunity to delve further into an historical
area of your own interest. This may build on what we have studied in class or
it may be something of your own choosing. This will allow you the opportunity
to choose what you study but to also apply the historical skills you have been
developing throughout the year.
You as an historian:
Throughout the year, you will be given the opportunity to build on the skills of
self-management, critical thinking, collaboration and communication. You will
develop as an historian the confidence to question what is before you and not
accept everything at face value. As a well-rounded and empathetic individual,
you will consider the differing perspectives of individuals and groups.

Assessment Information
The Rangi Ruru Year 13 History course contributes 20 credits towards the
National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) at Level Three. Your
knowledge and understanding of both the content material and Historical skills
learnt and practiced this year will be assessed according to four Achievement
Standards.
A summary of the standards which make up the Year 13 course is as follows:
Level 3:

Achievement
Standard
Number

Subject
reference

Version
number

Topic/Title

Mode of
Assessment

Credits

91434

3.1

2

Internal

5

91436

3.3

2

External

4

91437

3.4

2

Internal

5

91439

3.6

2

Research an
historical event or
place of significance
to New Zealanders,
using primary and
secondary sources.
Analyse evidence
relating to an
historical event of
significance to New
Zealanders.
Analyse different
perspectives of a
contested event of
significance to New
Zealanders
Analyse a significant
historical trend and
the forces(s) that
influenced it.

External

6

Link to Achievement Standards and other resources:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualificationsstandards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/history/levels/

In order to achieve these goals and perform with confidence in Year 13
History you must:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete ONE research based task, incorporating two internal
achievement standards. This will require you to plan and carry out an
historical investigation independently (AS 3.1) and analyse different
perspectives in relation to a contested event (AS 3.4)
Submit all work by the due dates
Complete all formative activities as specified. Remember these allow
you to practise and develop your skills and understanding, and receive
feedback and feed forward. This is integral to teaching and learning
Take responsibility for your own learning by keeping accurate,
complete and well organised notes. Read around the topics to enhance
your appreciation and understanding
Be focused and attentive in class
Actively participate in learning
Use class time effectively; listen, question, discuss, seek guidance.
Our best wishes for a productive, enjoyable and rewarding year,
Ms Secker, Head of History

“History is the witness that testifies to the passing of time; it illuminates
reality, vitalizes memory and provides guidance in daily life”
Marcus T Cicero

Important Points to Remember in regard to
Assessment
Procedures outlined in the school’s Assessment Policy apply. Please read this
carefully. Follow all guidelines provided. It is imperative that you have a clear
understanding of assessment conditions and your responsibilities.
•
•

•

•

•

•

You will have ONE opportunity to meet the standard for the internally
assessed activities AS 3.1 and AS 3.4.
Should you be unavoidably absent for a period of time (such as on a
school exchange or unwell for an extended period of time with a
medical certificate to prove this) it may be possible to arrange another
opportunity for you to meet the requirements of a particular internal
standard. This is NOT possible if you choose to go on a family holiday,
or similar non-school related event, at the time of assessment.
You will be asked to sign a declaration of authenticity, stating that the
work submitted is your own. For that reason, check the clear guidelines
as to what assistance from others is appropriate for assessment in
each Achievement Standard. Plagiarism is never acceptable –
please see the associated task if required.
You may be offered the opportunity of a resubmission if your work
requires a minor, non-content specific, change that you may have
overlooked and should be able to identify within a few minutes. Your
teacher will approach you prior to the task being handed back to the
class as a whole if this is relevant for you. You will be required to make
any changes immediately, or if appropriate, identify the change within a
few minutes and then complete the required updates by the start of the
next school day. Your teacher is not able to tell you of the specific
change required; you must be able to identify the required change
yourself. It is therefore very important that you read and follow all
instructions carefully and meet all of your teacher’s checkpoints.
You will be informed of your level of attainment once your work has
been assessed and internal moderation completed. You will be asked
to verify the sighting and acceptance of the grade awarded by signing
the feedback sheet. Your internally assessed work will be stored in the
department.
If you disagree with the grade awarded then you must lodge an appeal
within three days of the return of your work. Follow the appeal
procedures outlined in the school’s Assessment Policy. Complete the
appeals form by stating clearly, with reference to the criteria, the
reason/s you believe that your work should be reconsidered. Your
teacher will reappraise your work in conjunction with either the Head of
History or a subject specialist from outside the school.

Do not hesitate to discuss any questions, issues or concerns with
Ms Secker, the Head of History.

YEAR 13 HISTORY:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SOPHISTICATED CACHÉ OF SKILLS
This is a broad study of the important race towards an ultimate
imperialistic power and what the consequences were of that power
struggle to indigenous and/or disenfranchised and/or disempowered
peoples. You will, as a result of your studies, develop a number of
advanced skills. You will take part in:
•
•
•
•
•

A search for broad trends and relationships
An understanding of the inadequacy of simplistic explanations and the
need to draw material from wide and perhaps diverse primary and
secondary readings
Discovering reasons why History is in a constant state of revision and
why there is no ‘final’ history
Seeing how new interpretations have come about through new
evidence or new ways of looking at old evidence
Developing the ability to see where explanations differ and why, and to
arrive at some sort of synthesis where this is possible
THE VALUE OF HISTORY:

As well as the impressive list of attributes above, do not forget the
general benefits can be gained from studying this wonderful topic:
o You will develop a series of skills that make up the historical method of
inquiry
o You will be able to understand the problems and difficulties of the world
we live in
o You will find it a fascinating and enjoyable journey learning about
interesting people and events
o You will gain an understanding of our and others society’s, past and
therefore why society is like it is today
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THE YEAR’S WORK:
Master the basics first and then develop detail from there
Grasp key vocabulary
Keep clear class notes; use diagrams, pictures, timelines etc to help
Read suggested supporting material and add new information to your
notes
o Complete all that is asked of you
o PLEASE ask questions if you do not understand. By doing this you will
assist your comprehension of the course, therefore increasing your
enjoyment of it and gaining more from your study!
o
o
o
o

AN INTRODUCTION TO HISTORIOGRAPHY
Historiography is the debate between different viewpoints which historians
have about the past, acknowledging that History is rich and complex in terms
of events. Debates have arisen as a consequence among historians. You will
find that historians often have contradictory viewpoints about people and
events in the past.
How do these differing viewpoints in historical analysis arise?
1. In their research work historians sometimes discover new evidence.
This fresh evidence can be in the form of previously unknown or
unavailable documents which shed new light on persons or events in
the past.
2. Existing evidence can be reinterpreted in a fresh light.
3. Evidence which has been neglected, such as wills and diaries, can
often throw a fresh light in people’s lives.
4. Historians may write history from a particular viewpoint. Historians
may be sympathetic to an historical figure such as Hone Heke or
Henry Williams, or to an institution such as Parliament. As a result,
they sometimes attach special importance to those facts which
support their interpretation.
In studying History for the NCEA Level 3 course you will encounter a
number of occasions in which all four of these processes have had a
considerable impact on the way in which particular events and people are
now viewed.
Why should you be aware of this historiographical component of the
course?
The ability to take into account recently discovered evidence or a fresh
interpretation adds authority, substance and originality to your essays. It
should improve your achievements if you are able to give an historiographical
dimension to your work. But do not simply name-drop in your writing; you
should try to indicate your knowledge of particular historians’ viewpoints and
their contribution to the questions under discussion. Essay questions test your
skill in evaluation. You may be asked to consider a more open-ended
question for which there is no definitive answer. The evaluative component of
an essay question usually provides you with an opportunity to use your
historiographical awareness.
A commonly asked question is: Which historian has the correct viewpoint?
Sometimes historians can form quite different views about people or events
even when they are considering the same evidence. One of the problems in
studying the past is that there is often no final answer. However,
historiographical debate can point you in the right direction and knowledge of
fresh evidence or reinterpretation can help you in the process of making up
your mind.

